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Navigating the Labyrinth of Politics: A Deep Dive into Oliver
Davis's "Rancière Now"

Jacques Rancière's intricate thought has captivated and confounded scholars for ages. His abundant output,
spanning aesthetics, politics, and education, often presents a demanding read, even for seasoned intellectuals.
This is where Oliver Davis's 2013 paperback, "Rancière Now," shows invaluable. This book isn't merely a
digest; it serves as a detailed guide traversing the occasionally murky waters of Rancière's philosophy.
Davis's work provides a accessible introduction, allowing Rancière's work understandable to a broader
readership.

The book's merit lies in its capacity to extract the essence of Rancière's positions without oversimplifying
their complexity. Davis expertly tracks the progression of Rancière's ideas, highlighting key themes like the
administration of aesthetics, the notion of the "part of no part," and the vital role of opposition in democratic
administration.

One of the book's most useful accomplishments is its explanation of Rancière's critique of traditional
administrative philosophy. Davis explains how Rancière questions the common stories that describe the link
between the subjected and the governing class. Rancière maintains that genuine politics doesn't reside in the
formal structures of power, but rather in the potential of the marginalized to contest these structures and
reshape the governmental setting.

The notion of the "part of no part" is key to Rancière's model. Davis adeptly explains how this notion refers
to those populations who are marginalized from the formal representation of the administrative order. These
populations, though seemingly powerless, own the ability to undermine the present authority dynamic by
voicing their demands and requesting a reassessment of governmental systems.

Davis also effectively relates Rancière's theories to modern governmental happenings and actions. This
renders the publication highly applicable to contemporary readers, showing the lasting relevance of
Rancière's thought. He analyzes how Rancière's ideas can be applied to understand phenomena like social
demonstrations, artistic expression, and even the digital domain.

The writing of "Rancière Now" is lucid, allowing even challenging arguments understandable for scholars
with diverse amounts of knowledge with Rancière's writings. Davis eschews jargon and gives helpful
examples throughout the book to improve the reader’s comprehension.

In closing, "Rancière Now" is an essential resource for anyone seeking to engage with with the challenging
but fulfilling domain of Jacques Rancière’s thinking. Davis's accessible exposition makes Rancière’s writings
accessible to a wider public and offers a solid basis for more study.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners to Rancière's work?

A1: Absolutely. Davis's writing style is specifically designed to be accessible to beginners, making complex
ideas understandable without oversimplification.



Q2: What are the key takeaways from the book?

A2: The book highlights Rancière's critique of traditional political theory, explains his concept of the "part of
no part," and demonstrates the enduring relevance of his ideas to contemporary political and social issues.

Q3: Does the book offer practical applications of Rancière's theories?

A3: Yes, the book shows how Rancière's ideas can be applied to understanding contemporary social
movements, artistic expressions, and the digital sphere.

Q4: How does this book compare to other introductions to Rancière?

A4: While other introductory texts exist, "Rancière Now" distinguishes itself through its clear and concise
writing style, its focus on contemporary relevance, and its successful synthesis of Rancière's multifaceted
work.
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