
Covering Your Assets Facilities And Risk
Management In Museums

Safeguarding the Past: A Comprehensive Guide to Asset, Facilities,
and Risk Management in Museums

Museums are custodians of invaluable artifacts, showcasing humanity's shared past. Protecting these
treasures requires a proactive approach to asset, facilities, and risk management that goes beyond simple
security . This article will delve into the critical elements of this intricate undertaking, providing practical
strategies for museum professionals.

I. Asset Management: Cataloging the Past, Protecting the Future

Effective asset management is the bedrock of any successful museum operation . It involves a organized
process of documenting all items in the collection, tracking their integrity, and managing their handling. This
includes detailed inventories with high-quality photographs , origin information, and maintenance records .

Digital record-keeping systems are indispensable tools for modern asset management. These systems enable
streamlined searching of information, supporting research and protection efforts. Furthermore, linking asset
management systems with insurance databases can simplify claims processes in the case of damage or loss.

Regular appraisal of collection status is essential. This includes visual inspections, atmospheric monitoring,
and, when appropriate, expert analysis. The results of these appraisals inform preservation strategies and rank
allocation.

II. Facilities Management: Creating a Safe and Stable Environment

The tangible environment in which a museum's collection are stored is just as crucial as the objects
themselves. Proper facilities management reduces the risk of degradation caused by environmental factors,
theft , and accidental occurrences.

This involves upholding suitable atmospheric and moisture levels, implementing robust safeguarding systems
including alarm systems, surveillance cameras, and entry management . Regular upkeep of HVAC systems,
fire prevention systems, and electrical systems is also essential .

Emergency readiness is a essential aspect of facilities management. Museums should have thorough plans in
place to handle a spectrum of events, including fires, floods, earthquakes, and protection breaches. Regular
simulations help ensure that staff is ready to respond effectively.

III. Risk Management: Identifying and Mitigating Potential Threats

Risk management is a proactive process that pinpoints potential threats to a museum's holdings and
infrastructure , evaluates the chance and consequence of those threats, and develops strategies to reduce those
risks.

A comprehensive risk assessment should consider a wide range of potential threats, including natural
disasters, human-caused events like vandalism , and procedural failures. The assessment should also identify
weaknesses in the museum's security systems and procedures.



Risk reduction strategies should be tailored to the unique risks pinpointed in the assessment. These strategies
might include enhancing security systems, implementing stricter entry management , developing enhanced
protection protocols, obtaining insurance, and conducting regular staff education on protection procedures.

Conclusion:

Effective asset, facilities, and risk management are interrelated elements that contribute to the sustained
preservation of a museum's holdings and the safety of its staff and visitors. By implementing the strategies
outlined in this article, museums can lessen the risk of loss or damage, guarantee the enduring availability of
their assets for future descendants , and preserve their purpose as vital guardians of societal heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: What type of insurance is essential for museums?

A: Museums need a wide-ranging insurance policy that covers various risks, including damage to artifacts,
liability for visitor injuries, and business interruption .

2. Q: How often should a museum conduct risk assessments?

A: Risk assessments should be conducted frequently , at least yearly , or more frequently if significant
changes occur in the museum's activities or surroundings .

3. Q: What role does staff training play in risk management?

A: Staff training is crucial for effective risk management. Well-trained staff are more likely to identify and
respond appropriately to potential threats, follow safety procedures, and contribute to a protected museum
environment.

4. Q: How can museums balance preservation with public access?

A: Museums must find a balance between making their collections available to the public and protecting
them from damage. This involves careful planning of exhibits, the use of conservation measures, and
educating visitors about responsible behavior .
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