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The year 2009 witnessed a fascinating array of developments in antitrust law, demonstrating the ongoing
importance of competition policy in a swiftly evolving global economy. This annual review will explore key
events across various jurisdictions, highlighting important cases and their consequences for businesses and
policymakers alike. The twelvemonth's events underscored the complex interplay between antitrust
enforcement, economic theory, and political factors.

One significant theme of 2009 was the increasing emphasis on actions cases, as opposed to purely structural
remedies. This alteration reflects a broader appreciation of the changeable nature of markets and the
restrictions of purely structural approaches in addressing restrictive practices. The EU's inquiry into Intel's
alleged anticompetitive conduct, for instance, underlined this development. The ruling, which found Intel
guilty of abusing its dominant market standing, showed the EC's readiness to investigate complex cases and
impose significant fines. This case, alongside numerous others, functioned as a stark reminder to companies
operating in intensely rivalrous markets.

In the United States, the Biden administration's method to antitrust regulation was also a major development
in 2009. The selection of new leadership at the Office of Justice's Monopoly Branch and the Federal Trade
Commission signaled a probable change in enforcement emphasis. While the specific essence of this
alteration remained to be seen, there was substantial guesswork about a increased attention on consumer
welfare and a diminished reliance on conventional economic theories.

Furthermore, the global monetary crisis of 2008-2009 had a substantial influence on antitrust supervision.
The necessity to maintain financial security often came into conflict with the aims of promoting competition.
Governments faced difficult choices between intervening in markets to avoid further economic harm and
permitting market influences to operate out, even if it signified some extent of temporary interruption.

The period's developments in antitrust law emphasize the persistent importance of strong competition policy
in promoting economic productivity, innovation, and client welfare. The challenges faced by policymakers in
2009, however, also acted as a reminder of the intricate interaction between competition policy and other
governmental objectives. A more profound recognition of this complex interplay is essential for the efficient
implementation of antitrust law in the years to ensue.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What is the main difference between structural and conduct remedies in antitrust cases? Structural
remedies focus on altering the market framework itself (e.g., splitting up a monopoly), while conduct
remedies address specific monopolistic actions (e.g., banning price-fixing).

2. How did the 2008-2009 financial crisis impact antitrust enforcement? The crisis created disagreements
between the need to stabilize the financial system and the objective of promoting competition. Governments
sometimes prioritized security over competition, leading to immediate restrictions on market forces.

3. What were some of the key cases in 2009 that shaped antitrust law? The Intel case in Europe and
various probes into monopolistic behaviors in the United States represented among the key cases that molded



antitrust law developments in 2009. These cases emphasized the shifting focus on conduct cases and the
significance of customer welfare.

4. What are the future prospects for antitrust law? The outlook of antitrust law involves an ongoing
compromise between promoting competition and addressing novel challenges such as the impact of digital
markets and global economic interdependence. This requires continuous modification and progress of
antitrust frameworks.
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